
 Students who decide to register for the IB DP 
 are “all in”. They study 6 IB courses in addition 
 to fulfilling requirements for the IB “core” (TOK, 
 EE, CAS) explained below. 

 Horton offers the following DP subjects: 

 Group  Course  Teacher 

 1  Eng Lang & Lit 
 HL* 

 Ms. Hubbard 

 2  French SL  Mr. Joice 

 3  Geog HL/SL* 
 Hist HL/SL* 

 Mr. Millar 
 Mr. Richard 

 4  Bio SL* 
 Chem HL 
 Phys SL* 

 Mr. Fuller 
 Ms. Coldwell 

 Ms. Gillis 

 5  Math A&A SL  Mr. Easton 

 6  Music SL* 
 Visual Art SL* 

 Ms. Mitchell 
 Mr. Syme 

 * This course is also offered as a certificate course. 

 IB certificate courses 

 An IB certificate is earned by students who are 
 taking between 1 or up to 4 IB classes.  At 
 Horton, all IB course credits are granted grade 
 12 credits regardless of whether or not a 
 student completes the course in grade 11 or 
 grade 12. However; on transcripts to 
 universities, the IB courses will be included as 
 both 

 grade 11 and grade 12 courses with no credit 
 recorded in grade 11. 

 For clarity, an IB certificate student is expected 
 to complete all internal assessments, and to 
 write the final IB examinations in May of their 
 grade 12 year. This is mandatory for the IB 
 designation to appear on their transcript. 

 Questions? 

 Please contact: 

 Mr. Fuller 
 IB Diploma Program Coordinator 
 Horton High School 
 Room 2814 in the Yellow wing 
 Wolfville, NS 
 Canada 
 902-542-6060 
 jasfuller@gnspes.ca 

 More info can be found at  hortonib.com  as 
 well as  www.ibo.org 

 International 
 Baccalaureate (IB) 

 The full Diploma 

 Horton High School is officially authorized by the 
 International Baccalaureate Organization  to offer 
 the IB Diploma Program (DP), becoming part of the 
 IB global family of over 4500 schools throughout 
 160 countries. This free, open access, alternate 
 pathway through grades 11 and 12 is truly an 
 educational gift. The inherent value of the program 
 provides unique perspectives and experiences that 
 are specific to IB. 

 The DP is pre-university course studies 
 leading to examinations in May of the grade 12 
 year.  The DP program meets the needs of 
 secondary school students between the ages of 16 
 and 19 years, and is open to all grade 11 and 12 
 students. Designed as a comprehensive two-year 
 curriculum that allows its graduates to fulfill 
 requirements of various national education 
 systems.  The DP is not specific to one educational 
 model, yet, incorporates the best elements of 
 several around the world. 

 The DP model represents an 
 internationally focused program of study across all 
 subject areas.  Student centered teaching and 
 learning are at the very core.  All courses develop 
 social, communication, research, self-management 
 and critical thinking skills. 

 These skills, strategies and attitudes are developed 
 to enhance student learning and readiness for DP 
 assessment and beyond.  Subjects are studied 
 concurrently over a minimum of two semesters. DP 
 students are required to select one subject from 
 each of the six subject groups (see table below). 
 They are able to choose their own sixth subject. 
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 Six subject options for Course selection, 
 can be an arts course or a second subject from 
 another group. At least three, and not more than 
 four subjects, are taken at Higher Level (HL); the 
 others at Standard Level (SL). HL courses 
 represent 240 teaching hours; SL courses cover 
 150 hours. 

 The program is designed to allow students 
 to explore some subjects in depth and some 
 broadly over the two-year period. This is a 
 deliberate compromise between the early 
 specialization preferred in some national systems 
 and the breadth found in others. 

 Thre�  Specia� Feature� 

 Theory of Knowledge  – TOK is part of the IB 
 Diploma Program and is mandatory for all IB DP 
 students.  TOK is also offered as a certificate 
 course. 

 As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different 
 ways of knowing (emotion, faith, imagination, 
 intuition, language, memory, reason, sense 
 perception), and into different kinds of knowledge 
 (  Arts, Ethics, History, Human sciences, Indigenous 
 Knowledge systems, Mathematics, Natural 
 sciences, Reli  gious Knowledge Systems), TOK is 
 composed almost entirely of questions. The central 
 question is "How do we know?"  Through 
 discussion of these and other questions, students 
 gain greater awareness of their personal and 
 ideological assumptions, as well as developing an 
 appreciation of the diversity and richness of cultural 
 perspectives. 

 TOK encourages students to share, listen, and 
 learn from others ideas and perspectives. In this 
 process, students’ thinking and understanding of 
 knowledge as a human construction are shaped, 

 enriched & deepened. TOK requires students to 
 complete an exhibition and an essay. 

 Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)  – 
 While much of a students’ academic life is 
 determined by the curriculum, the implicit 
 value of CAS provides a rare educational 
 opportunity. Experiential learning allows 
 individuals to decide what they want to 
 discover, and how their chosen topics impact 
 the world. 

 Students take charge of their own learning, 
 and plan their own approach through CAS. It is 
 a safe environment, to challenge and stretch 
 individual perceived 
 limits, and explore 
 personal perspectives 
 and values. CAS 
 provides the opportunity 
 to give back and learn 
 about local or global 
 communities by getting 
 involved. There is intrinsic value in contributing 
 to the community via volunteer work. 
 Volunteering fosters a sense of community, a 
 sense of place, and promotes a healthy 
 perspective of citizenship. 

 Although there is no grade awarded for the 
 successful completion of CAS, it is a 
 requirement for the award of the IB Diploma. 

 Extended Essay (EE)  –  As with CAS and 
 TOK, the EE is mandatory for all IB DP 
 students.  There is not a public high school 
 equivalent. Essentially, the EE is an 
 independent, in-depth, self-directed research 
 essay, producing a 4,000-word maximum 
 paper. The extended essay promotes 
 high-level research and writing skills, 
 encouraging intellectual discovery and 
 creativity. The EE provides students with an 
 opportunity to engage in personal research, 
 and an opportunity to demonstrate their 
 knowledge, understanding and enthusiasm 
 about a topic of their choosing, under the 
 guidance of a supervisor. 

 The process above, leads to a final piece of 
 formally presented, structured writing, in which 
 ideas and findings are communicated in a 
 reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate to 
 the subject chosen. The completion of the 
 written essay is followed by a short, 
 debriefing/exit interview, or  viva voce  , with the 
 supervisor. 

 The extended essay is assessed against 
 common criteria, interpreted in ways 
 appropriate to each subject. In countries 
 where it is the norm for interviews to be 
 required prior to acceptance for employment, 
 or for a place at university, the extended essay 
 has often proved to be a valuable stimulus for 
 discussion. 


