
Welcome!

IB Info



The unique benefits of the DP



What is IB? 
 The International Baccalaureate Program is a world-renowned 

academic program for students who are interested in a high 
school experience that is challenging, comprehensive and well-
rounded. 

 The program originated in Geneva in 1968 and was intended to 
establish a common curriculum & university entry credentials for 
students moving from one country to another. 

 As of December 2021, there are over 5400 schools worldwide in 
159 countries which offer one of three IB Programs.
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Tell me more…

 It is important to remember that the goals of the IB DP go beyond 
academic preparation. Literacy, internationalism, critical thinking, 
tolerance, and citizenship give the program its special character 
and depth.

 IB offers engaging, challenging learning opportunities that are not found 
in the regular PSP

 Students can experience a sample of what the IB program is like by 
taking IB Diploma Prep classes in Grade 10 (Horton pre-IB)

 The full IB Diploma Program is two years, beginning in Grade 11.
 The comprehensive program emphasizes academic excellence, as well 

as personal development in areas such as philosophy and community 
service.

 Students who choose to take the IB DP receive outstanding preparation 
for further academic studies. Successful completion of the program 
allows students to be considered for admission to many colleges and 
universities worldwide.
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Registrars/admissions officers know that 
IB Diploma students are:
 SMART (subject specific knowledge)
 GLOBALLY AWARE (a global perspective is embedded within 

the IB DP)
 DRIVEN (goals, confident in direction of where they are heading, 

students know they are going to university)
 CONFIDENT (academic and non-academic)…CAS, TOK, EE 

prepares students well with this
 ENGAGED (in sport, arts, communities etc) )…CAS, TOK, EE 

prepares students well with this
 “There is no better program in Canada than IB that prepares 

students for university” – Mairead Barry, Retired Asst. Registrar, Dalhousie 
University
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Important for success
 Grit
 Determination
 Positive self concept
 Failure (students that have encountered failure; skill sets 

are developed to recover)
 Resiliency 
 The IB DP can be viewed as an “academic training 

ground” that helps a student to begin developing the 
skills above in a small, safe environment while still living 
in the comforts of home.
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The VALUE of taking IB DP…

 “transition value”
 From high school to university
 grit, determination, positive self 

concept, failure, resiliency
 academic training ground
 Encounter university pressures 

and distractions sooner, while 
still in comforts of home with 
strong supportive network close 
by

 “academic value”
 ~ $1200 per course at univ.
 Often times have transfer credits 

for HL courses (x3) + TOK (year 
2 philosophy) = $4800 saved

 ~ $10 000 / year living expenses 
+ your tuition 3 yr degree 
possible vs. 4 yr degree

 Flexibility in university degree
 - Polish transfer student/exchange
 - electives used from IB to free up 

enough time to take 3 classes instead of 5 
while abroad
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The Core
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 An opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest 
chosen by the student in cooperation with a staff 
advisor in the school

 4,000 words maximum
 Approx. 40 hours of work by the student
 Approx. 4-5 hours of work by a teacher supervisor
 Develops the kind of independent, self-driven authentic 

research & writing skills expected at the university level

The Extended Essay (EE)

Tribal Narratives: A comparative analysis of Nova Scotian, Mi’kmaw
Petroglyphs & Digital Social Media, what common ground do they share?

Successful viniculture in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia
How has the increase in demand for oil affected the urbanization of Halifax?



CAS
 Creativity, Activity, Service
 For student development to occur, CAS 

should involve:
• Real, purposeful activities, with 

significant outcomes
• Personal challenge- tasks must 

extend the student and be achievable 
in scope

• Thoughtful consideration, such as 
planning, reviewing progress, 
reporting

• Reflection on outcomes and personal 
learning.

Students are expected to be involved for the equivalent 
of at least 3 hours a week over two years in either a 
balanced range of different activities or a single project.
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TOK (Theory of Knowledge)
•100 teaching hours over the two 
years of the DP
•Unlike standard academic disciplines 
TOK uses a process of discovering 
and sharing students' views on 
"knowledge issues" so there is no end 
to the valid questions that may arise 
nor the many different ways to 
approach TOK. 
•The focus of discussions is not in the 
differentiation between "right" and 
"wrong" ideas, but rather on the quality 
of justification and a balanced 
approach to the knowledge claim(s) in 
question.
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Contents: What does the Diploma program curriculum contain? 
The curriculum contains six subject groups and a core of three parts.

 three subjects at 
higher level (HL)
(240 hours each).

 three subjects at standard 
level (SL)
(150 hours each).

 all three parts of the core.

The IB Learner Profile and 
the Core are central to the 
philosophy of the Diploma 
Program.

Students study 
concurrently:
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Group HL (240 hrs) SL (150 hrs) Instructor

1 English N. Hubbard

2 French B J. Joice

3 Geography
History 

Geography
History

S. Millar
B. Richard

4 Chemistry Biology 
Physics

J. Fuller
A. Coldwell 

K. Fuller

5 Mathematics: 
Analysis & 
approaches

S. Easton

6 Music 
Visual Art 

K. Greene
P. Syme

Horton’s palette of IB course offerings…



© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007

IB Mathematics 
Starting September 2019, there will be two new subjects in mathematics replacing the current four 
subjects. The subjects will be called Mathematics: Analysis and approaches and Mathematics: 
Applications and interpretation Both subjects are being designed to appeal to students with 
varying levels of ability and motivation in mathematics, but will be developing their mathematics 
fluency, their ability to think mathematically, to recognise mathematics around them and to be 
able to use their mathematics in either abstract or contextual settings. 

Mathematics: Analysis and approaches is intended for students who wish to pursue studies in 
mathematics at university or subjects that have a large mathematical content; it is for students 
who enjoy developing mathematical arguments, problem solving and exploring real and abstract 
applications, with and without technology. Mathematics: Analysis and approaches will be a 
development from the current Mathematics HL and SL subjects. 
Instructor: Mr. Easton 

Mathematics: Applications and interpretation is being designed for students who enjoy 
describing the real world and solving practical problems using mathematics; those who are 
interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical models and 
enjoy the more practical side of mathematics. Mathematics: Applications and interpretation SL will 
be developed from Mathematical studies SL. 
Instructor: Nova Scotia Virtual School (online course)
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Find us on the web at hortonib.com
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